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ONE-POSITION RUNS

Let's take a look at playing runs in one position. I call these cheap runs.

One of the advantages of cheap, one-position runs is that you can play them with your eyes closed. You don't have to
watch your playing as much. Another advantage is that you can play them very fast, and in less time than it takes to
develop speed moving over the whole neck. You can start whipping through runs right now! It really can sound impressive.

Probably the most important advantage of cheap runs is that you can play in or near a single position where you may have
a riff or phrase that's part of the tune or a set of chords that you want to use. You don't have to  jump back to that
position from some distance away on the fingerboard; it's all right there under your fingers.

Here are some examples of cheap, one-position runs in the G minor pentatonic scale. The descending runs are given in
patterns 1, 2, 3, and 4. The ascending runs are in patterns 1, 2, and 4. Notice that, while the runs do move from a high
pitch down or low pitch up to a pitch some distance away, they do not go straight there. Instead, they meander on their
way to the target note, moving back in direction a little before moving on to the destination. This makes for a much more
interesting melodic line.

ONE-POSITION RUNS
G Minor Pentatonic

DESCENDING:
Pattern 1 (3rd Position)
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Pattern 3 (8th Position)

Pattern 4 (10th Position)

ASCENDING:
Pattern 1 (3rd Position)

Pattern 2 (5th Position)

Pattern 4 (10th Position)
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This lesson is from:
More Blues You Can Use
by John Ganapes.

This comprehensive follow-up to Blues You Can Use is designed to help players
develop their lead and rhythm techniques. 

Covers: pentatonic scales, single-note tremolo, double-string bends, reverse bends,
shuffle rhythms, 6th and 9th chords, boogie patterns, chord substitutions, vibrato
techniques, chord accents, voice leading, arpeggios, rakes, blues runs and more! 

Examples are in standard notation and TAB, and the CD includes 23 full-band tracks.

Inventory # HL 695165. Book/CD pack $19.95 (US).


