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In the mid 1980s, blues guitar had taken a back seat to big hair, makeup, synthesizers, and digital delay (Stevie Ray
Vaughan being the lone exception). Then, in 1986, bluesman Robert Cray cracked the Billboard Top 40 with the hit minor
blues "Smoking Gun" from his double-platinum album Strong Persuader (Mercury).

This blues in E minor contains the pervasive chordal lick below. Cray very effectively fills sonic space by extending the Em
harmony to Em7 and Em9 to engineer a subtle melody line (E–B–D–D–B–F#–E–D–B–B–C#–B, repeat) in the process—
necessary ingredients of an irresistable hook.

As you learn this intro, fret the Em chord with your middle and ring fingers, using your pinky finger to play the D and F#
extensions. When you get to beat 4 of measure 2, shift your middle and ring fingers across the fretboard to play the C#/A
dyad, and then immediately return them to their Em position. 

—Michael Mueller
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This guitar tablature is from:
GUITAR ONE PRESENTS BLUES ROCKERS (Play It Like It Is Series)
Publisher: CHERRY LANE MUSIC

A dozen rockin' & ramblin' blues favorites, transcribed with tab: “Be Careful with a
Fool,” “Changes,” “Dixie Chicken,” “I Can't Quit You Baby,” “Jingo,” “Ramblin' Man,”
“She's a Woman,” “Smoking Gun,” “Start Me Up,” “Steppin' Out,” “Third World Man”
and “Tightrope.”
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